
MASSOLIT – Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – Professor Nick Groom 

Worksheet 2 – The Gothic 

Review: Lecture 1. Language 
 
At the end of lecture 1, Prof. Groom discusses an idea which haunts 17th century supernatural 
ballads. 

a) What is the idea which Prof. Groom is referring to when he says, ‘but it really comes into its 
own in Gothic novels’? 

b) Which 2 Gothic novels does he mention in reference to this idea? 
 

Recall: Lecture 2 
 
Answer these questions after watching the video lecture to check how much you remember. 
 
1. What was the name of Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel which was published in 1884? 

a) The Grave Robber                      c) The Body Snatcher 
b) The Corpse Stealer                     d) The Bone Collector 

 
2. Stevenson referred to his novel ‘Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde as a: 

a) Gothic dwarf                               c) Gothic goblin 
b) Gothic gnome                             d) Gothic earth spirit 

 
3. According to Prof. Groom, how are the ancient Goths perceived by certain people?  

a) as lovers of liberty                       c) as partners of freedom 
b) as admirers of architecture         d) as suitors of opportunity 

 
4.  The Gothic movement was associated with the politics of……? Which is the odd one out? 

a) freedom                                      c) Protestantism  
b) parliamentarianism                     d) Roman Catholicism 
 

5. What was the main purpose of the signing of ‘the Magna Carta’? 
a) Ensure the rights of the people and limit the powers of the King                                              
b)  Limit the rights of the people and ensure the powers of the King 

 
Bonus point:  Using the website below, research another name for ‘the Magna Carta’ and why it 
was important in defining the laws of today. 
https://www.humanrights.com/what-are-human-rights/brief-history/magna-carta.html 
 
 

Analysis  
 

6. Stevenson describes the story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde as a ‘penny dreadful’ and ‘a 
shilling shocker’. Why does Stevenson refer to the story in this way? 

 
7. a)   Prof. Groom refers to the novel as ‘a very nocturnal book’. What does this mean? 

 
b)   What other descriptions does Prof. Groom allude to which are significant in creating an 
atmosphere of obscurity, enigma, elusiveness, and claustrophobia?  

 

Evaluation 
 
Explore the idea of Victorian values and how they appear in the novel. 
 

 

Glossary 

https://www.humanrights.com/what-are-human-rights/brief-history/magna-carta.html
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 Modernity - the quality or state of being or appearing to be modern, e.g., an aura of 
technological modernity. 

 Barbaric – savagely cruel, e.g., The army carried out barbaric acts in the name of war. 

 Decadent - characterized by or reflecting a state of moral or cultural decline, e.g., a decaying 
decadent Britain. 

 Erroneously – incorrectly, e.g., She was erroneously reported dead. 

 Tyranny - cruel and oppressive government or rule, e.g., The refugees were fleeing tyranny 
and oppression. 

 Enigma - a person or thing that is mysterious or difficult to understand, e.g., he was always 
something of an enigma. 

 Claustrophobia – an intense fear of enclosed spaces, e.g., He suffers from claustrophobia so 
he never travels in a lift. 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  


